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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


; 
af 
la < 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


SPECIAL 
are 

INSURANCE — 

FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
HH Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive H No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for. Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Mi You have the option to choose your own repairer M@ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


BH In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- @ Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 
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FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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The Federal Journal of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 


PRAECLARUM (ISSN 0159-4583) is published six times per year by 
the Federal Council of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 
Whilst every care is taken to check information published, no 
responsibility can be accepted for errors. Views expressed by the 
Editor and contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the policies of the Club. Nothing in this journal, including any advert- 
isement, should be construed as endorsement by the Editor or the 
Club of the quality or suitability of any product, service or procedure. 


Change of Address: Members should notify their Branch Secretary 
(address below), not the Editor, in the first instance to advise change 
of address or non-receipt of an issue. 


Contributions: Articles, letters and/or illustrations for publication 
should be sent to the Editor, address below, Articles should prefer- 
ably be sent as Text file on computer disc or Emailed to 
editor@rroc.arg.au, otherwise as typed hard copy. 
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The 44th Annual Federal Rally 
An account by the Editor of the recent 
Federal Rally in Coffs Harbour, with 
extensive photographic coverage 


A supercharged Rolls-Royce — a 
postscript 

Barrie Gillings adds a fascinating postscript 
to Tom Clarke’s story of Phantom I 31HC.... 
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Front Cover Photo: 

{5CW, The Nareeb Ghost, was first acquired by David Jones (Vic.) in 1964 following 20-odd years on 
blocks at the Nareeb estate in Toorak, Melbourne. Unlike the majority of surviving Silver Ghosts, it has 
original coachwork (by Barker). Many years of contented ownership followed before David sold it to collector 
Peter Channing of Guernsey. in more recent years David has taken up an opportunity to purchase the car 
back. He has since had it repainted in the original French Grey with black mudguards, which suits it admir- 
ably. David, of course, is no stranger to the winner's podium at Federal Rallies, having numerous Overall 
Wins to his credit, with a whole succession of superb motor cars. Needless to say, he puts a great deal into 
his cars, and The Nareeb Ghost is no exception. It is wonderful to see this historically important Australian- 
delivered Silver Ghost back in Australia. Photograph by the Editor. 


The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Ple and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc, Derby, England. 


Victoria Branch Senior Vice-President Eric Henderson sent this atmospheric photograph showing the 1961 open 
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ing of the Maltby Bypass in Victoria, part of the 


hotograph © VicRoads 196 
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State's first freeway, from the south-western outskirts of Melbourne to the northern outskirts of Geelong. The Maltby Bypass itself allowed through traffic to bypass 
the town of Werribee. The cars shown conveyed dignitaries across the Werribee River bridge. The Silver Wraith is WFC90O, a touring limousine by H,. Mulliner, owned 
new by Walter Carter of nearby Werribee (probably who we see here at the wheel) and now owned by Victoria Branch (Tasmania Section) member Brian Mathews. 


Photograph by Morey Photography, Launceston, Tasmania 


All views expressed in PRAECLARUM 
are those of the individual writers. 


Coffs Harbour Federal Rally 


As | write this | have just returned 
from the most enjoyable Federal Rally of 
the Club in Coffs Harbour, hosted by the 
New South Wales Branch. Whilst | 
normally avoid personally writing the 
PRAECLARUM coverage of these Rallies 
{apart from picture captions), | have de- 
cided to make this year an exception and 
to by-pass the usual process of coercing 
somebody into writing the article and 


simply write it myself while the Rally is 
fresh in my mind. | hope readers won't 
mind. 


Next year’s Rally 


About now would be a good time to 
start thinking about next year’s Federal 
Rally in York, Western Australia, and 
planning how you are going to get there. 
In this issue you will find notice of the 
Overlander already being planned for 
those with the time and a suitable Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley motor car in which to 
participate in such an adventure. If you 


Brian Mathews, the present owner of WFC90 above, sent this shot of the car on display in the National 
Automobile Museum in Launceston, Tasmania. In the background is Bentley $3 (B224CN) which was 
delivered new to Sir Charles Gairdiner when he was Governor of Tasmania. 


intend to drive to York on _ the 
‘Sundowner Overlander’, please apply for 
an Expression of Intent form and return 
it before the end of July (see p.3931). 


The Company 


Among numerous misapprehensions 
about what is taking place in the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley corporate world, it is 
now being claimed that the motor car 
company that we have for many decades 
honoured in our movement as The 
Company will “cease to exist” on 
December 31st, 2002. 

Please be assured that this is not the 
case. The Company has undergone sev- 
eral name changes over the years. 
Originally Rolls-Royce Ltd, it became 
Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd after the 1971 
split with the nationalised aero engine 
division, then Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd after the 1981 merger with Vickers, 
then Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor 
Cars Ltd after the 1998 sale to the Volks- 
wagen group. It will again be renamed at 
the end of this year, becoming Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd. 

There is no suggestion from the 
Company that it will in any sense cease to 
exist. Although the manufacture of cars 
bearing the Rolls-Royce name will com- 
mence with another maker at the start of 
next year, the original Company will con- 
tinue at Crewe without interruption, 
despite the name change. Though only 
Bentley motor cars will be built there 
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after the end of the year, there have been 
no indications from Crewe of plans to 
wind up any company. 


Future parts supply 


One of the many hitherto unresolved 
issues in the Company sale fiasco was 
that of future spare parts supply. In this 
area, at least, common sense appears to 
have prevailed. 

The Company recently announced 
that it “retains the clear objective to 
continue the support and maintenance of 
Rolls-Royce vehicles built at Crewe through 
its Authorized Bentley dealer network”. 
Because the Company will not be per- 
mitted to use Rolls-Royce branding or 
logos after the end of this year, a new 
brand for spare parts supply, CREWE 
GENUINE PARTS, has been created. 
The Company hopes that this “will 
become synonymous with the values and 
customer expectations of the Rolls-Royce 
brand experienced today”. A logo similar to 
that seen below will appear on spare 
parts packaging along with the Bentley 
‘wings’, all in white on a black back- 
ground. 

Though this will be the official brand- 
ing of genuine spares for Bentley and pre- 
2003 Rolls-Royce cars, one suspects that, 
inevitably, we will continue to see the old 
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Matt Sysak, the recently elected President of our North American sister Club the Rolls Royce Owners’ Club 
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Inc, is also. a member of our Club and has another Australian connection as owner of this handsome 1923 
Silver Ghost (23EM), which rejoices in tourer coachwork built by modern Australian coachbuilder Peter Lamb 
in the style of Barker during the brief sojourn of the chassis in this country. Photograph from Matt Sysak. 


white on dark blue and the earlier red 
and brown on light grey Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley packaging for some years to 
come as dealers use up their stocks, par- 
ticularly in the case of non-franchised 
independent dealers with no opportunity, 
or no wish, to repackage their Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley parts stocks. 

Obviously it makes perfect sense for 
the original Rolls-Royce car Company to 
continue to be the supplier of spare parts 


CREWE 


GENUINE PARTS 


and service support for cars which are, 
after all, its own products. 


First delivery 


In this issue, a U.K. couple who are 
well known to, and well liked by, many of 
our members and who are in fact them- 
selves members of our Club, reveal 
themselves as the first buyers of the 
forthcoming car from the new owner of 
the Rolls-Royce motor car marque, 
BMW. (See LETTERS, page 3931). 

Members, regardless of their views on 
the future situation, will no doubt feel as 
flattered as | am that this is being 
revealed for the first time in the pages of 
PRAECLARUM and join me in offering 
sincere congratulations. 

Martin Bennett 


Following the death of HM Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, Lionel Whitehead (U.K) sent these charming shots showing Her Majesty at the July 1987 hand- 
ing over of her daughter HM The Queen's second Phantom Vi (AMH1!0415). Lionel obtained these and a number of other Company photographs of AMH10415 


from Brian Eagles, who worked for Mulliner Park Ward, and before that for Freestone & Webb. They will be copied for t 
mee 
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Federal Rally 


This issue of PRAECLARUM is the 
major pictorial issue of the Club year, 
offering those who didn’t attend the 
Federal Rally an insight into just 
what they missed and those who were 
able to attend, an opportunity to relive 
the event without their wet weather 
equipment. It is also an important 
record for the future of the Club’s 
most prominent event in 2002 and 
will become a part of our history in 
the archives of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation. Our Editor was seen to 
be taking every chance to photograph 
cars between showers without com- 
plaint and I’m sure we will all enjoy 
the results of his efforts. 


Federal Council Meeting 


The annual Federal Council 
Meeting of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia was held to coincide 
with the Federal Rally and was at- 
tended by the Federal Executive and 
two Delegates from each Branch. At a 
meeting prior to the Council Meeting 
attended by the Federal Executive 
and Model Registrars, Phantom 
Registrar and W.A. Federal Delegate 
Mick Rust was appointed to attend 
the Council in a dual réle as Registrar 
representative also. Our Editor also 
attended in the dual role of A.C.T. 
Delegate and PRAECLARUM Editor. 

I trust by now Delegates have re- 
ported back to their Branches on the 
business discussed. Our Federal 
Secretary, Judith Merlin will be circu- 
lating the official minutes to Delegates 
in the very near future, most likely 
before this copy goes to press, how- 
ever I will comment on some pertinent 
issues which will be of interest to all. 

The financing of the Registers was 
discussed and it was decided to fund 
the request of the Registrars’ meeting 
for reimbursement of up to $200 each 
for postage, etc. by imposing an addi- 
tional levy on Branches of $2 per 
member per year. Additionally, it was 
decided to levy each Branch up to $3 
per member per year to fund the pro- 
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duction of Chassis Plate, which was 
agreed was a very valuable publication 
for members, the quality of which 
should not be compromised by possible 
insufficient support from advertisers. 

The proposal to add a ‘Preservation 
of Authenticity) Trophy to our 
Concours awards was discussed and 
some Delegates wished to submit this 
to their Branches before a decision 
was taken. We are hopeful this will be 
approved in time to include the award 
at the Western Australian Federal 
Rally next year. As previously men- 
tioned it is designed to include 
Bentleys built 1931-1940 and Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley 1945-1965 (i.e. 
end of Silver Cloud III and Bentley S3) 
and will compliment the Vidler Shield 
which is an age and authenticity 
trophy donated in 1961 by the late 
Jack Vidler for pre-war Rolls-Royce 
cars. The aim of both is to reward the 
preservation, and not necessarily the 
restoration, of original chassis without 
any great emphasis on cleanliness 
etc. Once again it is proposed that 
coachwork will not be judged. 

Branches have been requested also 
to consider and approve the proposal 
which is in accordance with our 
Constitution, to limit eligibility of 
Rolls-Royce motor-cars competing for 
our existing awards to those built 
prior to December 31st, 2002. It is 
proposed any cars built after this date 
and in the future classed as eligible, 
shall be judged in a new category 
which shall be decided at some time in 
the future. We have an entirely differ- 
ent situation in relation to Bentleys 
after December and one which initial- 
ly cannot be resolved until our future 
relationship with that Company is 
clear. 

I gave my report to Federal Council 
outlining our present relationships 
with the Companies including my re- 
cent visit to Munich and Goodwood 
which has basically been told in these 
pages. I reported also on my discus- 
sions in London with David Evans, 
Patent Attorney for Rolls-Royce Plc, 
and the progress being made by our 
legal representative on these matters, 
Honorary Life Member Malcolm 
Johns, with his negotiations with 
Rolls-Royce Ple on our new formal 
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agreement. 

I am pleased to also advise that 
the nomination by the Queensland 
Branch of David Vann for Honorary 
Life Membership was unanimously 
accepted and David now joins a dis- 
tinguished list of similarly rewarded 
members including the three other 
Trustees of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation. 

The Western Australia Branch re- 
ported on their progress with the 
organisation of the 2003 Federal 
Rally which will be in York, Western 
Australia from April 4 to April 7, and 
the Victoria Branch reported on their 
Rally in 2004. Because it forms a part 
of the 2004 World Rally marking the 
centenary of the famous meeting be- 
tween the Hon. Charles Rolls and 
Frederick Henry Royce at the Midland 
Hotel, Manchester. So many inter- 
national and Australian members 
have indicated their desire to attend, 
that Melbourne has been chosen in 
order to gain access to the required 
facilities, including, it is hoped, 
Flemington Racecourse for Concours 
day. 

As the Federal President is half way 
through his term of office and there 
being no other nominations for the 
positions of Secretary or Treasurer, 
and Judith and Bryan being willing to 
continue, they were thanked for their 
efforts and declared duly re-elected. 
Our PRAECLARUM Editor tabled his 
report and agreed to continue in his 
réle, however the Council will assist 
Martin to find ways to reduce his 
work-load. Chassis Plate Editor David 
Vann tabled his report which included 
his expectation of a new copy of this 
valuable membership record being 
printed before the end of this year. 


Federal Concours judging 


Because of the unfortunate weath- 
er on Concours day at Coffs Harbour, 
there was some reluctance by some 
Concours entrants to undertake the 
required pre-event drive. This was 
very understandable, especially when 
they stressed they had already driven 
many hundreds of kilometres to 
attend. However, as we all know, the 
requirement is to ensure that cars 
trailered to the event are in fact not 
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only capable of being driven, but in 
the interests of fairness, driven in the 
conditions of the day. Fortunately, 
most owners of cars which were trail- 
ered did enter into the spirit of the oc- 
casion and completed the drive. 
Murphy was alive and well. so we 
seemed to have the heaviest rain of 
the entire weekend during the fifty 
kilometre drive. Fortunately Wanda 
and I had the always enjoyable com- 
pany of former fellow Whitsunday 
Post-Rally tourists Tony & Gillian Last 
from Tasmania who also helped to 
quickly present the Camargue for the 
judges once we were parked in the 
judging pavilion. They did a good job, 
with the result we won the Silver 
Shadow Trophy. Tony Ward was seen 
braving the weather with his video 
camera, recording the impressive cav- 
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alcade for posterity as we departed 
the resort. 


New Rolls-Royce 


I have received advice from Project 
R-R that progress on the new car and 
the Goodwood factory is proceeding 
according to schedule with the first of 
the new cars being delivered in 
January as planned. I think I can re- 
veal that the very first car has been 
ordered, on the condition it is the 
first, by a well-known member of the 
R.R.E.C. I envisage it will complete 
his stable very nicely. The Goodwood 
headquarters will be operational from 
Some time ago Karl-Heinz 
Kalbfell accepted my invitation to 
attend or have a 
attend our Federal Rally next year in 
Western Australia and whilst the 


June. 


representative 


possibility of having a new car there 
also was discussed, it seems timing 
could be too tight, but there is a 
chance. 

I'm sure another interesting twelve 
months lie ahead. Enjoy this special 
edition of the best Rolls-Royce club 
magazine in the world. 


Previous Federal President 


Before closing, I was concerned to 
hear that the motoring activities of 
immediate past Federal President 
George Forbes have been temporarily 
curtailed by a motor racing accident 
at Winton. Victoria. On behalf of all 
Club members Australia-wide I wish 
George a speedy and complete re- 
covery. 

Happy motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 


Australian Capital Territory 


The A.C.T. Branch has progressed 
well over the last year, although not 
without a number of difficulties along the 
way. Part way through his term, Bill 
Coburn resigned as Branch President, 
and Senior Vice-President John Burns 
assumed these duties until the elections. 

The A.C.T. Branch Self Help Group 
formally separated from the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club and has now been estab- 
lished as a separate entity. They have 
applied for and been accepted as a separ- 
ate car club by the A.C.T. Council of 
Motor Clubs. These developments have 
posed serious concerns to the A.C.T. 
Branch Committee as there are now two 
Rolls-Royce car clubs in the A.C.T, but 
with the breakaway group mainly drawing 
its membership from elsewhere. Of con- 
cern is that this group attends multi-club 
events and displays cars in direct com- 
petition with the official Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club. 

We were saddened by the death of 
one of our long-standing members Bruce 
Brown. Bruce had been a member of the 
Branch for many years and was well 
respected personally and a highly valued 
Club member. 

We were also disappointed to learn 
that John & Joy Burns, our Senior Vice- 
President and Secretary respectively, had 
decided to return to South Australia. 
Both John and Joy made enormous con- 


tributions to the Branch over many 
years. Their farewell function, attended 
by 50 people, was a fine testament to the 
regard in which they are held. 

On the positive side, the Branch is 
moving ahead on several fronts. First, we 
have held several well attended events 
with turnout increasing both in terms of 
vehicles and people. In November some 
14 cars were on display at the All British 
Day. In February this year attendance at 
the A.C.T. Council of Motor Clubs 
‘Wheels’ day was the best in years. Some 
18 cars were on show in the Club’s dis- 
play, ranging from Silver Ghosts, 
Phantoms, 20/25s to a Bentley Turbo R, 
including a wonderful display of Silver 
Clouds and S Series Bentleys ... the best | 
can recall in years. Other events have in- 
cluded a run to Gundagai to meet up 
with our members in Wagga Wagga, and 
a celebration barbecue when the Round 
Australia overlanders visited Canberra. 

Restoration work on a number of 
vehicles continues apace. Six cars come 
to mind immediately. Martin Bennett's 
1956 James Young S| (B488AN) is now 
on the verge of being back on the road 
after many years. John Burns did a phe- 
nomenal job on his 1921 Silver Ghost 
(24LG), which he acquired as a collection 
of bits. Di Kinloch’s 1937 Bentley 4'/. 
Litre (B80LS) will be completed shortly 
— again it was last registered 25 years 
ago. The President’s 1938 Phantom Ill 
(3DLI50) has been driven for the first 


time in over 30 years after a complete 
engine rebuild, and Bill Coburn’s 1960 
Bentley S2 (B45CT) is progressing well. 

A number of new cars have come into 
the Branch, most notably Ken Baldwin’s 
Bentley Turbo R (BRK26612) and Joe 
Quattrocchi’s Bentley T Series (6SBH23421). 

Attendance at Branch Meetings, held 
monthly, has been steady, while Steve 
Stuckey’s excellent presentation on the 
Phantom Ill attracted around 30 people. 

In summary, the year has been mixed 
with some highs and some lows. But the 
Branch is getting back on track and there 
are some positive signs. We hope we can 
build on this and that next year will bring 
stability and improved fortunes. 


Alastair Kinloch, 
Branch President 


New South Wales 


Throughout the period under review 
the New South Wales Branch has contin- 
ued to offer to its members a varied 
programme of events and activities, with 
the object of ensuring that the members 
derive the greatest possible enjoyment 
and satisfaction from their motoring 
interests. 

The attendance at Sunday events has 
generally tended to decrease somewhat 
in recent years, reflecting increasing 
demands on leisure time and perhaps a 
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widening range of interests amongst the 
members. The Branch has accordingly 
made an effort to offer a varied program, 
with the object of catering for the tastes 
and interests of as many members as 
possible. Until July 2001, the important 
position of Events Co-ordinator was ably 
filled by Eric Lang; in July the position 
passed into the capable hands of Robyn 
Henderson. 

The Sunday events offered by the 
Branch during the year included a visit to 
Max, Judy and Jonathon Houston’s 
Vintage Motor Garage at Mangrove 
Mountain on June 24, a visit to an Open 
Day at the historic Camden Park House 
on September 23, a picnic on January 20 
at Bicentennial Park Homebush Bay, a 
drive through the Southern Highlands to 
Robertson with lunch at Ranelagh House 
on February 24, and an inspection of the 
Bus and Truck Museum at Tempe on 
March 24. 

The Branch has joined with other 
organizations in a number of events dur- 
ing the year. Although it was not a Club 
event, about 25 N.S.W. Branch members, 
together with members from other 
Branches, took part in the spectacular 
display day associated with Rally 2001 in 
Canberra in April. On May 20, 44 cars 
and over 100 people (from the N.S.W. 
Branch, the Veteran Car Club and the 
Vintage Sports Car Club) took part in an 
event to commemorate the late George 
Sevenoaks: the cars gathered at Prospect 
Reservoir and drove to Glenleigh 
Homestead at Mulgoa. The Branch par- 
ticipated in Shannons Eastern Creek 
Classic Display Day on August 5: a total 
of about 100 motoring clubs and over 
one thousand vehicles were involved in 
this event. A number of Branch cars took 
part in the display organized by the 
Association of British Car Clubs on 
October 21, and twelve cars participated 
in N.R.M.A. Motorfest 2002 on January 
26, 2002. Some Branch members took 
advantage of an invitation from the 
Windsor Polo Club to attend an interna- 
tional polo day on March 31. 

A weekend trip to Mudgee, from 
September 28 to October |, was organ- 
ised by Judith & Peter Merlin. Highlights 
included visits to the Turon Technology 
Museum, the historic towns of Kandos 
and Rylstone, and local wineries. 

Midweek events — usually on a 


Wednesday — have become a regular 
and popular feature of the Branch’s activ- 
ities. On July 4 a group of members 
drove from Bicentennial Park to 
Margaret’s Music Room at Punchbowl, 
where morning tea was partaken and a 
theatre-organ recital was enjoyed: the 
group then drove to Sandringham on 
Georges River for lunch. A run on 
October 31 took members to the his- 
toric Rouse Hill Estate and thence to Jack 
and Merry! Godfrey’s country house at 
Kurrajong. 

An important annual event in the life 
of the NS.W. Branch is the 
Commemoration Run, which marks the 
anniversary of the first recorded run — 
on April |, 1904 — of the first Royce car. 
It is held each year on a day as close as 
practicable to the actual anniversary. The 
2001 event was held on Sunday April 8 
— starting at Cook Park on the shores of 
Botany Bay, the run proceeded through 
the Royal National Park to Stanwell Tops 
and the Panorama Restaurant at Bulli 
Tops. The event for 2002 will be held in 
conjunction with the start of the 
Overlander to Coffs Harbour on April 
27; the Commemoration Run itself will 
comprise a run from Bicentennial Park 
Homebush Bay to Toronto, on Lake 
Macquarie. 

Another regular and important fea- 
ture of the Branch’s Events Calendar is 
the Annual Concours: this event was held 
at the Gladesville Reserve at Henley on 
December 2. Entries in the competitive 
concours classes comprised 7 pre-war 
and 16 post-war cars: whilst these num- 
bers are relatively low, they are encour- 
aging in comparison with figures from 
recent years. 

The annual ‘Overlander’ Tour from 
Sydney to the Federal Rally has become a 
very popular event. The highly successful 
‘Apostles Overlander’ to Mount Gambier 
in March 2001 was organised by Mal & 
Robyn Henderson and attracted 35 cars 
and 83 people. At the time of writing of 
this report, arrangements have been 
completed for the ‘Thunderbolt 
Overlander’ from Sydney to Coffs 
Harbour for the 44th Federal Rally: it is 
expected that 41 cars with 88 people will 
leave Sydney on April 27. Organisation of 
this event has been undertaken by 
Branch members Eric Lang, Allan 
Simpson and Bob Roberts. 


The Branch held its annual Christmas 
Dinner and Trophy Presentation Function 
on December [9 at the Pymble Golf 
Club. The reversion to a more formal 
(‘black tie’) function and the new venue 
were obviously popular with members, 
and about 85 people attended. 

The N.S.W. Branch Newsletter London 
& Derby continues to make a most valu- 
able contribution to the life of the 
Branch. In January 2002 Guy Cox re- 
signed from the post of Editor, which he 
had held since August 1998. Margaret 
Gillings thereupon became Editor, with 
Leon de Bord continuing as Assistant 
Editor, and we look forward to contin- 
ued enjoyment of a publication of high 
standard. The maintenance of a high 
standard of production — and in particu- 
lar of a coloured front cover — is de- 
pendent upon continued income from 
advertising, and this in turn is dependent 
upon the efforts of an energetic and 
enthusiastic Advertising Manager. This 
position had been ably filled for some 
time by Lyndon Jay, but during the year 
he found that other commitments forced 
him to relinquish the position. Fortun- 
ately however the previous incumbent 
Stewart Begg has been able to again take 
up this important position. 

The trend in membership numbers is 
generally encouraging, with most months 
seeing several new members admitted to 
the Branch. The Branch has for several 
years been able to avoid any increase in 
membership subscriptions — largely as a 
result of the diligence of Branch 
Treasurer John Hiscox. However, in 
common with most organizations and in- 
dividuals, the Branch faces a continuing 
escalation of expenses such as printing 
costs and charges for event venues, and it 
seems that a review of subscriptions in 
the near future may be unavoidable. 

The Branch has continued its use of 
the Anzac Memorial Club at Cammeray 
as the venue for its monthly meetings, 
which generally attract an attendance of 
about 40 members. Many members make 
use of the bistro facility for an informal 
meal with fellow members before the 
meeting. The semi-formal business of the 
meeting is usually followed by the show- 
ing of a video or film, or by an informal 
talk — dealing with either a technical or 
general-interest topic. 

The Branch has supported the form- 
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ation of Model Registers within the Club, 
and Register activity in N.S.W. is already 
established, with a Silver Shadow (etc.) 
group and a Silver Dawn/Mk VI (etc.) 
group in operation. 

The Branch welcomed the opening in 
July 2001 of the new premises at Five 
Dock of 
Sydney: this development is seen as a 
tangible confirmation that the marques 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley of 


will continue to be a significant feature of 
the motoring scene in N.S.W. 

Branch members were saddened by 
the death on May 16, 2001 of Revd. 
Father Frank Meek. A member since 
1957, Frank was well-known and highly 
regarded throughout all Branches. Many 
Club members were amongst the 800 
mourners at his funeral at Gosford on 
May 21, and the funeral cortege included 
Frank’s own Silver Dawn, a Silver Ghost, 
and several other Club cars. 

At the time of writing, arrangements 
for the 44th Federal Rally at Coffs 
Harbour are in the final stages: organisa- 
tion of the Rally has been in the hands of 
a small subcommittee, with invaluable 
local assistance from N.S.W. Branch 
members Alan & Lesley Smith of 
Nambucca Heads. The N.S.W. Branch is 
looking forward to a successful event at 
Coffs Harbour, and is confident of con- 
tinuing success in the Branch’s efforts to 
enhance its members’ experiences as ad- 
mirers and owners of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars. 

Tony Ward 
Branch President 


Queensland 


This busy year we have been well in- 
volved with other clubs and organisa- 
tions. Of course several members 
attended the Shannons 2001 rally to 
Canberra; a wonderful affair with super 
hospitality from the A.C.T. Branch for 
R.R.O.C. members present. In June the 
Combined Council of Car Clubs rally; 
and in October the Blackall Range 
Club rally 
(Mooloolabah to Montville) saw many of 
our cars (especially the older vehicles) 


Horseless Carriage 


enjoying “real” motoring sharing the 
roads with cars from all countries and 
eras. We thank Pat & Dina Browne and 
Tony Lee respectively for the organis- 
ation. We also attended the All British 
Day where 25 Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars made a fine statement amongst the 
many different British makes represent- 
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ed. Thanks to the A.B.C.C.Q. and Chris 
& Janelle Hazelhurst. 

We had other well patronised runs, 
e.g. 30 cars to a visit to see David 
McPhee’s 1909 Silver Ghost (1122) 
which is nearing completion, followed by 
our members being shown Martin & Ann 
Glynn’s Concours winning Phantom Il! 
(3DL146), at home in the motor house! 
Our annual Concours d'Elegance was 
held on a sunny day at Ormiston house 
where our Phantom II (53GN) made its 
first appearance to the surprise of mem- 
bers: this enabled our Branch to display 
Pl, Pll & PIll side by side. Other surprise 
appearances during the year were Silver 
Ghost (38MG) newly acquired by Dean 
Prangley, 1934 Bentley Park Ward 
Drophead (BI7BN) just restored by Tery 
Hurst, and Federal President Fred 
Haughtey’s Camargue (JRH50562) 
sprung on us at our A.G.M. We had runs 
to Bellevue Homestead, and Wivenhoe 
Dam, and a most entertaining run to 
Herrmanns Heritage Farm — a working 
farm straight out of nearly a century ago. 
We saw draught horses at work, watched 
milking, separating, butter-making, chaff 
cutting, etc. with all the original equip- 
ment! 

The Sheppards’ Observation & 
Navigation Run was its usual riot, with 
cryptic questions more difficult each year 
to increase the challenge. A_ brilliant 
weekend away in northern N.S.W. was a 
delightful affair hosted by member Errol 
Sales and his family (help too from Brett 
Roberts). The Saturday evening featured 
a dinner inside Errol’s Motor house 
amongst lines of his cars. Finally a “real 
Film” night was held at our house where 
we showed I6 m.m. version of ‘The 
Great Gatsby’. 

Our AGM was held at the Power 
House Hotel where Phantom I] and 
Camargue were on display and we 
showed 35 m.m. slides (yes!) of ’60s 
R.R.O.C. events. The committee contin- 
ued on for 2002. 

There was a charity auction held at 
our Christmas party at Annabelles 
restaurant (auctioneer volunteer John 
Bateman) the proceeds given to Q.I.M.R. 
We also joined members of a local chari- 
ty H.O.L.A.G. at a fund-raising dinner; the 
target $10,000 achieved, to enable a Hart 
walker and 5 years tuition to go to a child 
suffering from cerebral palsy. 

From an organisational view, our 
Branch is financially well, thanks to 
Treasurer Russell Leitch. We have had 


several new members join the Club over 
the year. Our Editors Wallace & Kerry 
Moorhouse continue The Northern Spirit 
to keep us informed, and | thank my com- 
mittee for another great year. 


David Sheppard, 
Branch President 


South Australia 


The Branch’s Annual Dinner and 
Presentation was held at the Balcony 
Restaurant on Monday July | 6th. 

At the Branch Annual General Meet- 
ing on Monday July 30th, 200! we had a 
change of President from Alan Pearce to 
myself, a change of Treasurer from myself 
to James Chung, and the appointment of 
Dean Sullivan to replace Robin Hall on 
the Committee. | would just like to con- 
gratulate Alan on his years as President 
and also the Committee for their support 
of Alan in the past and of me since the 
A.G.M. 

There have been many events during 
the year, commencing with a run and lun- 
cheon at the Lyndoch Bakery and 
Restaurant in August. A run and lun- 
cheon at the Glacier Rock Restaurant at 
Inman Valley followed in September. 
Lunch at Swan Reach on the way to 
Renmark and a Dinner Cruise on the 
River Murray were highlights of the first 
day of an overnight run to Renmark in 
October. On the way back to Adelaide 
on Sunday many of the participants visit- 
ed the ‘Banrock Station’ before partici- 
pating in a tour of the Wolf Blass Winery, 
followed by a_ traditional 
Barrossa Lunch at that winery. 

Our Christmas Picnic at the fine old 
property ‘Carrick Hill’ was again well 
attended. A number of members partici- 
pated in the All British Day while our 
February Zaks 
Restaurant at West Lakes was well at- 
tended. Our next event was the Annual 
Concours d’Elegance at the old 
Goodwood Orphanage, which was then 
followed by our Heritage Day at Uraidla. 

The number of members and friends 


German 


run/luncheon to 


participating in our events is ever in- 
creasing. The work done by Ray Zeffert 
and Alan & Marie Pearce in organising 
our regular outings needs a special men- 
tion. There are also many others who 
help, including John & Sofija Virgo and my 
partner Helen. Many other members also 
offer their ideas to give those responsible 
for organising the events additional ideas 
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and venues. 

Obviously our members are happy 
with our runs and social functions be- 
cause these have been well attended. 

We have not had many technical 
events during the past year with our last 
being a technical evening at VM 
Engineering in May 2001. However, 
David Forward’s informative talk on the 
history and technical differences of each 
model vehicle present at Heritage Day is 
always very interesting. 

Many members have spent a lot of 
time and effort in making valuable contri- 
butions to the Branch during the year . | 
would like to thank those people and also 
all Committee members for their hard 
work during the year. 

Henry Slater, 
Branch President 


Victoria 


The last year for the Victoria Branch 
has been another very good year, with 
few changes to the Committee, calendar, 
membership or operation of the Club. 

Plans for the 2004 Centennial World 
Tour in Australia and Federal Rally in 
Victoria are mostly complete. Venues, 
accommodation and itinerary are booked 
at prices held firm for 2004, booking 
forms printed and distributed around the 
world, and bookings are rolling in at a 
pleasing rate. Only some detail compo- 
nents of the itinerary are not yet fully 
finalised. 

Membership and car numbers within 
the Victoria Branch have remained fairly 
static, while attendances at rallies, meet- 
ings and other special functions have 
been most satisfying. The move of the 
Victoria Branch for its regular monthly 
meetings to the Kew Heights Sports 
Club, after many years at the Vision 
Australia premises in Kooyong, has been 
working well, with space provided at this 
venue to house our library and club shop. 

This has meant greater usage of the 
library as well as better club shop sales. 

Monthly General Meetings have in- 
cluded a talk by our member Peter 
Habersberger on his tour of duty in East 
Timor, a talk on old carousels, a talk by 
Max Lay (President of the R.A.C.V.) on 
the history of Melbourne's roads, a quiz 
night, an excellent summer outdoor pic- 
nic meeting at Warrandyte, this year's 


Ladies’ Night was addressed by Naomi 
Tippett which proved to be as success- 
ful as ever. A talk by Leo Hawkins on 
the future of Rolls-Royce stimulated 
strong debate as expected, and a meet- 
ing at the premises of the new 
Melbourne dealer, Lance Dixon, was 
very well attended. 

The Club had many successful month- 
ly outings including another visit to 
‘Barwon Park’ with the Jaguar Car Club, 
an interesting evening (with a night visit 
to the open cut coal mine and power 
station) at Morwell with a luncheon the 
next day at the Grandridge Brewery 
Mirboo North, a visit to the spectacular 
private garage of our member Ralph 
Plarre, a visit to the historic Wonthaggi 
Coal Mine, a visit to Gil Matthews very 
special private garage with his unique and 
comprehensive Ferrari Collection, a pic- 
nic to Horseshoe Bend Farm, a sell-out 
weekend rally to Walhalla, participation 
in the R.A.C.V. Great Australian Rally to 
Mornington, a catered lunch visit to a 
magnificent private property in Cold- 
stream hosted by one of our new mem- 
ber John Mould (with over 160 
attending), and our recent Victoria 
Branch Concours at the Melbourne icon 
venue of Flemington Racecourse to test 
this venue for 2004, with the largest 
attendance in many years. 

Yet another successful mid-week 
evening ‘Crewe's Night’ was held this 
year, arriving at the infamous 
Collingwood Football Club for dinner. 

The quarterly ladies' luncheons, at 
new and various venues, continue to gain 
in attendance, and are now a well estab- 
lished component of our comprehensive 
calendar. 

Our members were invited to anoth- 
er Tattersalls Grand Prix dinner, which 
was most interesting, well catered, and a 
unique experience for those many mem- 
bers that attended. 

The policy of the Branch Committee 
for a number of years has been to try and 
have the Club’s calendar (including meet- 
ings & speakers, outings and other special 
events) planned at least a year in advance, 
and this continues to work very well. 

The Newsletter of the Victoria Branch 
goes from strength to strength, with 
some monthly editions over 40 pages, 
and a great variety in its content. The 
September 2001 Newsletter was the 


500th edition, which was celebrated with 
a colour, glossy, bumper production, 
supported by additional advertising and 


sponsorship and proved to be a collec- 
tors item for members. 
Robin Hickman, 
Branch Secretary 


Western Australia 


This is my final report as President of 
the Western Australia Branch and | 
would like to say what a pleasure it has 
been to be President over the last two 
years. When | took on the Presidency of 
the Branch | knew | had a keen and de- 
termined Committee to assist me and 
they fulfilled all my expectations. | there- 
fore thank them very much for all their 
help. 

During the past year we have had a 
number of very successful events, averag- 
ing at least one each month. One was a 
weekend away with an aeronautical 
theme — ‘Come Fly with Me’ — organ- 
ised by Mick Rust & Glenice Mathews. 
This weekend was one of the most pop- 
ular events. 

Recently the Branch held its annual 
Concours at Houghton’s Winery. We 
had a good entry list, which is encourag- 
ing. The Overall Winner of the Concours 
was Honorary Life Member Matt Smith, 
with his beautifully restored Bentley 
Mk VI, which he restored himself a 
number of years ago. This goes to show 
that a keen member can restore a car, 
himself, to Concours condition. 

The membership had been reasonably 
static over the past few years, but we 
have recently had an influx of new mem- 
bers. This is most encouraging. 

What is most important to the W.A. 
Branch is the forthcoming Federal Rally in 
2003, which will be held in York. We are 
anticipating a good Rally with some inter- 
esting events and an anticipated enjoyable 
Post-Rally Tour. Rally Co-ordinators 
Mick Rust & Glenice Mathews have al- 
ready built the foundation for an enthusi- 
astic Rally committee. 

It is with great pleasure that | hand 
over the reins of the W.A. Branch to 
Mick Rust who is the incoming President 
for the next two years. 

Brian Tilbury, 
Branch President 


It is felt that this photograph, taken at the Farewell Breakfast at the 
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end of the Coffs Harbour Federal Rally, encapsulates what the area is best known for: superb 


surf beaches, magnificent scenery and beautiful weather. It also encapsulates what our Rallies are all about: fine motor cars and enjoyable driving. This well known 
1926 Twenty (GOK74) has skiff coachwork by Roger Fry. It is owned by our immediate past Federal President and his wife Fiona and was driven enthusiastically all 
the way from Melboume, then presented for judging. Aside from being rewarding in itself, another reward for this feat was the Class 3 trophy. 


The 44th Annual Federal Rally 


Coffs Harbour, New South Wales, May 3rd - 6th 


BY MARTIN BENNETT 


Coffs Harbour lies in a particularly 
beautiful part of New South Wales. 
Getting there is a pleasure because it 
doesn’t matter from which direction 
you approach, you cannot avoid pass- 
ing through magnificent scenery, 
especially if you approach via 
Armidale and Dorrigo. The winter 
climate is extremely pleasant, though 
with high rainfall which accounts for 
the wonderful lushness of the 
surrounding countryside. 

There was therefore always a good 
chance that the Federal Rally this year 
would enjoy — and suffer — a 
bewildering range of weather from 
pouring sub-tropical rain to glorious 
sunshine. This is, of course, one of the 
unpredictable (even by the Weather 
Bureau) variables that fall well outside 
the control of the dedicated and hard- 
working Rally organisers, and one 
feels for them when weather dampens 
their long months — no, years — of 
painstaking planning. It is a Rally 
organising committee’s worst night- 


mare when rain attempts to stop play 
on the Concours day of all days. 

At the lead-up to the Rally I faced 
the personal disappointment of not 
having B488AN, my Bentley $1 James 
Young saloon, ready in time. Even as 
late as a month prior, we seemed to be 
on track. Then a number of small but 
difficult to ignore setbacks frustrated 
our best efforts, such as taking the 
exhaust manifolds out of the box in 
which they have spent several years 
only to find both of them cracked. 
More fool me for not checking them 
months ago and having them furnace 
welded in advance. However, to para- 
phrase Royce, the pleasure of travel- 
ling with fellow A.C.T. and Victoria 
Branch member Kerry Bos remained 
long after the disappointment of not 
having the car ready in time was for- 
gotten. And the car will benefit from 
the work continuing in a more leisure- 
ly manner now that the urgency has 
passed! 

For me the Rally began with the 
Federal Council Meeting, which de- 
spite the differences of views that in- 


evitably arise, always ends on a con- 
vivial note. 

Next morning, the serious business 
of the Rally itself began in earnest, 
with two well attended technical 
seminars very competently run by two 
of our model Registers. The Registers 
were, of course, created by the Club to 
provide technical support to mem- 
bers. Though we have had these be- 
fore, plenty of them, it has become a 
whole new ‘ball game’ since the advent 
of the Registers. I took part in the 
early post-war Seminar run by the 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley 
Mk VI/R-type Register under the guid- 
ance of Registrar Lloyd Missen. 
Exactly as promised, it was “a full day, 
but a relaxed and informative one”. It 
was, in fact, truly excellent. Kerry, 
who opted for the Silver Shadow 
Seminar run by our Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T and Derivatives Register 
under Registrar John Begg. reported 
that that too was excellent. The two 
Registers combined for a talk on oils 
for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars given 
by a representative of Castrol who was 
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The venerable 1910 Silver Ghost (1492) of the Gillings family (N.S.W,). Club Webmaster Chris Gillings, who 
drove it to and from the Rally, is seen here topping up the radiator. Despite the tall, upright coachwork, 
built in Sydney by Grice in !1958, this car has an excellent turn of speed. ‘Pa’ Royce really knew what he 
was about when he developed the magnificent Silver Ghost chassis, 


yet rion 


(NSW). This is an original ‘brass’ chassis ie, the 


1912 Silver Ghost (2133) owned by Keith Wherry 
radiator and fittings are brass rather than the more usual nickel finish. The low-slung tourer body was built 
by George Williams in the style of the original coachbuilder, Barker. Below: Keith happily disregarding the 
somewhat inclement weather that dampened Concours day. In the passenger seat is David Ekberg (Vic). 
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able to demolish a few hoary old 
myths about motor oils. Both 
Registrars are to be congratulated for 
their organisational skills and dedica- 
tion, while we are very grateful to the 
various people who shared _ their 
knowledge and experience, as well as 
to the Coffs Harbour College of 
Technical and Further Education for 
the use of their fine facilities. Clearly, 
we need need more of this sort of 
thing, both within and without the 
context of our Federal Rallies. 

The Rally Welcome Buffet Dinner 
that evening was one of the best Rally 
opening functions I have attended for 
some considerable time. Instead of the 
usual ‘finger food’ there was as fine a 
display of tempting food as I have seen 
anywhere and which met all expect- 
ations in terms of both quality and 
quantity. Apparently the location was 
a Plan ‘B’ situation due to fears about 
the weather, but you would never have 
guessed it. Convivial conversation 
continued long into the night for many 
of us, and a most enjoyable evening 
was had by all. 

Saturday was Concours day, with 
the cars displayed at the Coffs 
Harbour Showground. Though it was 
raining lightly when I arose in the 
morning it appeared to me that the 
day might still turn out O.K. weather- 
wise. Wrong! I have therefore aband- 
oned any notion of giving up my job to 
take up predicting the weather. In 
fact, not to put too fine a point on it, it 
rained stair-rods for much of the day. 
As I said — a Rally organiser’s worst 
nightmare come true. But it was by no 
means the first time and unless we 
take to holding our Rallies in the 
Simpson Desert it is unlikely to be the 
last. 

Also, the Rally organisers were well 
prepared for the eventuality, with a 
Plan ‘B’ and a Plan ‘C’ for judging the 
cars entered for the Concours. This 
involved gathering the cars for judging 
inside what I think was a dance hall — 
at least it had a wooden floor like a 
dance hall, so life was made relatively 
comfortable for the judging teams 
who, I should add, did a sterling job of 
judging what seemed to be an in- 
creased number of cars entered. There 
was the added advantage that mem- 
bers and the general public could 
wander around the cars in dry condi- 
tions while the judges worked. The 
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original coachwork bespeaks quiet good taste. The car was chauffeur-driven all its life until it was first 
acquired by David in 1964, when he became the first owner ever to drive it! As well as being Overall 
Winner, |5CW was awarded the Class | Trophy and the EJ. Vidler Shield for Age & Authenticity. 


Left David Jones receiving the Overall Winner The OVERALL WINNER of the 


trophy from Federal President. Fred Haughtey. , . 
Photoorably by Moyaillissenv (tS). 2002 Federal Concours d'Elegance: 


Below: [5CW’s engine, running superbly, with ‘The Nareeb Ghost’ 


every component beautifully finished. 
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1 5CW: the scuttle-mounted nameplate. 


1 5CW: under-bonnet detail, 


! 5CW: the controls and instruments. Note the ‘B 
steering — the second most upright rake avail- 
able, for chauffeur-driven cars. 


Mies 


1920 Silver Ghost ( 12 7BW) owned by Lye! Murrell (N.S.W.). The handsome tourer coachwork is the wor 
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of Bradbury & Hughes. The long distances we often have to drive to our Rallies present no difficulties to 


cars such as this, 


cars were even photographed so that 
the winners could be beamed onto a 
large screen at Sunday evening’s 
Presentation Dinner as the trophies 
were awarded. 

The Saturday evening function 
included theatrical entertainment 
‘Words, Wine & Wassail’. Wassail. 
Now. there’s a word you don’t hear 
every day. The Oxford Concise 
Dictionary will tell you that Wassail 
(pronounced wossle) is an archaic 
word for a “spiced ale or mulled wine 
drunk during celebrations for Twelfth 
Night or Christmas Eve”. Alternatively, 
it can mean “lively festivities involving 
the drinking of much alcohol” or, as a 
verb, to “make merry with much alco- 
hol”. The food was certainly good, and 
there were some alcoholic beverages 
consumed. naturally enough, though I 
didn’t see a lot of wassailing going on 
and circumspection was maintained 
at all times! The entertainers seemed 
to be well versed in Rolls-Royce folk- 


lore. 

Sunday morning dawned rather 
brighter as cars were made ready for 
the run to Bellingen and Dorrigo. I 
was fortunate enough to have been in- 
vited to ride with Lachlan & Kerry Ely 
(Vic.} in their superb 1927 Phantom I 
(22RF) which rejoices in racey 
American-style tourer (or phaeton) 
coachwork built here in Australia by 
Peter Lamb. You know, like the ‘speed- 
ster’ phaetons that Brewster used to 
build on Springfield PI chassis in 
‘Great Gatsby’ days. 

Now this car might be three- 
quarters of a century old but it goes 
like the wind. It is extremely exhilarat- 
ing to whoosh along at modern traffic 
speeds in a vintage Rolls-Royce car, 
and it must have been equally exhilar- 
ating for George & Fiona Forbes to 
overtake us in their very fast Twenty 
Horsepower on the highway south of 
Coffs Harbour. Now if you have never 
queried the conventional wisdom that 


Another Silver Ghost that really gets around is this 1922 example (51TG) owned by Bob & Marje Walton 


(N.S.W). The tourer body was owner-built. 
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lan Rimmer (U.K), author of Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Experimental Cars, addressing the Silver 
Shadow, Bentley T & Derivatives Register seminar. 
Photograph by Registrar john Begg (N.S.W). 


‘fast Twenty Horsepower’ is a contra- 
diction in terms you have obviously 
never ridden in GOK74 or seen it on 
the road. The secret, I believe, is light 
coachwork, a chassis in fine fettle 
with ‘tall’ rear axle gearing, an engine 
in perfect tune and a skilled driver. 
The latter factor is not to be dis- 
missed: George has owned this 
chassis since his teen years. when it 
carried a late-1930s Martin & King 
saloon body, and has literally grown 
up with it. To see car and driver work- 
ing as one is a revelation. 

At the top of the long, steep climb 
to Dorrigo we paused to take in the 
breathtaking view from Griffiths 
Lookout, then headed back down the 
escarpment in heavy rain to the 
coastal plain and the town of 
Bellingen for lunch at the Golf Club, 
by which point the weather had 
cleared up again. Then it was back 
into the Phantom for the run back to 
the Pacific Bay Resort to change into 
full formal fig for the climax of the 
Rally, the Presentation Dinner. 

At the Presentation Dinner mem- 
bers were surprised and delighted to 
hear Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Chairman David Jones announce that 
New South Wales Branch members 
John Matheson & Jeanne Eve had 
donated their ex-Vice Regal Phantom 
V (5VF159) to the Foundation. This, of 
course, is the car that famously took 
part in the Peking-Paris Rally, as we 
saw and read about in PRAECLARUM 
and in Jeanne’s excellent book 
Rallying in a Royal Rolls-Royce. What 
an acquisition for our Foundation! 
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Martin & Carol McCarthy (N.S.W) own this handsome 1927 Twenty (GAJ32). It was fitted in 1930 with the neat drophead coupé 
body seen here, built in steel by Reliance Coach & Motor Body Works of Drummoyne, Sydney. 
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Bob Nicholson (USA) and Martin McCarthy 1926 Twenty (GHJ37), owned by Greg & Sue Dunstan (Old). The fabric doctor’s coupé coachwork, by H1). 
(NSW). Mulliner, preserves the essential lightness that is desirable with the 20 h.p. chassis, 


Twenty Horsepower Registrar Bob Clarke (A.C.T) turned up at the Concours, all the way from Wagga Wagga, in his 1927 Twenty 
(GAJ26 — note the closeness in chassis number to GA/32 above). Melbourne Motor Body Assembling Co. built the saloon body on 
the new chassis. A very original car that remains in unrestored but nicely patinated condition. 


* 
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Lares 


1927 Phantom | (22RF) with tourer (or phaeton) coachwork built 
in Australia in modern times in the style of Brewster. This is a body 
style normally associated with Springfield Phantom Is, though of 
course this is a Derby-built chassis. Note the American lamps, front 
and rear. The proud owners are Lachlan & Kerry Ely (Vic.). Winner 
of Class 2 and the Company Trophy for the best restoration. 


——_ 
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1929 Phantom | (SOOR) owned by Neil & Glenis Walker (Vic.). The Hooper coachwork is described as a ‘sedancalette' — i.e. it incorporates an opening front 
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compartment roof like a sedanca and an opening roof over the rear seat like a landaulette. 


Another well received announce- 
ment was that of the Honorary Life 
Membership awarded to Queensland 
Branch stalwart David Vann. 
Congratulations, David. 

A brief video, shot at the Hunt 
House in England, was screened, 
showing R.R.E.C. President Lt. Col. 
Eric Barrass being presented with the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
(Australia) Trophy ‘for excellence 
following the ideals of Sir Henry 
Royce’. 

The actual Presentation of Trophies 
culminated in David Jones being pre- 
sented with the Overall Winner trophy 
for his recently re-acquired Silver 
Ghost 15CW, which was then driven 
into the room to the delight of 
Rallyers. This particular trophy and 
David are, of course, far from being 
strangers! 

These Rallies always seem to end 
almost as soon as they begin, and we 
soon found ourselves overlooking a 
magnificent surf beach on one side 
and the sheltered harbour on the 
other, for the Farewell Breakfast. 
Another great R.R.O.C. of Australia 
Federal Rally was over ... and the 
weather was glorious! of 


More Rally photos on the following pages 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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1925 Phantom | (2LC) owned by Paul & Dorothy Hesse (N.S.W). The imposing limousine coachwork is the 
work of james Young. 


1929 Phantom II (61W4)) with boat-tail tourer coachwork built by Roger Fry in Perth, Western Australia. 
Owners are Derby Phantoms Registrar Mick Rust & Glenice Matthews (WA.). 


3914 PRAECLARVM 


The long chassis Phantom I! provided ample room for coachbuilders to offer really roomy limousine, or in this case landaulette de ville, 
coachwork. This elegant |930 Hooper-bodied example (147GN), owned by Barrie & Margaret Gillings (N.S.W,), is definitely no exception. 


= —— 
1934 Phantom If Park Ward sports saloon (173RY) brought along by Jonathan and 
Matthew Houston (N.S.W). 


lan Rimmer (U.K). 


1936 Bentley 4'/s Litre (BI5!GP) owned by Ed & Rena Barnum (N.S.W). The pretty Victorians Ted & Patricia Hauser frequently motor long distances in 
saloon coachwork is by HJ. Mulliner. Winner of Class 5 and the Best Pre-War Car Trophy. their 1936 Bentley 3!/2 Litre Park Ward drophead coupé (B21 9FC). 
BES : HN eS 
| 
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This 1934 20/25 (GLB27), our PRAECLARUM 4-0! front cover and featured car, is owned by Bob Roberts (N.S.W). The two-door 
saloon body is the work of Martin & King of Malvern, Melbourne. Winner of the Australian Coachwork Trophy. 
% oe TT ZG LRETY % i: Z : Wye | 
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Martin & Ann Glynn (Qld) again brought along their superb 1938 Phantom Ill H,. Mulliner 
sedanca de ville (3DL1 46). This impressive and beautifully restored car was judged winner of 
the Masters Class (best of the three previous year's winners). The ‘kneeling’ type Spirit of 
Ecstasy (below), like the original pattern, was the work of Charles Sykes. It was introduced in 
1934 as an option. Inset: Federal President Fred Haughtey presenting Martin with the Trophy. 
Photograph by Lloyd Missen. 

a= 


I) Below left & right: Lucas 
R100 headlamps, spe- 
cially made for Rolls- 
Royce, and matching 
centre lamp and _ side- 
lights. 
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On the Sunday Tour to Dorrigo and Bellingen 


Above; The breath-taking view from Griffiths Lookout, near Dorrigo. “On a clear 
day you can see forever’, said the Rally Programme. 


a I 


The view from Lachlan & Kerry Ely's 1927 Phantom | (22RF) south of Coffs . and on the coastal plain heading inland towards Dorrigo. 
Harbour on the Pacific Highway ... 


Are we having fun yet? Well, obviously! Kerry Bos (A.C.1), himself a 
( former Twenty owner, said that the experience of riding in GOK/4 
did not merely make his day — it made his year! 
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2002 Federal Concours d'Elegance 
Coffs Harbour, May 4th 
Class Winners 


Class 1 Silver Ghost 
(Trophy presented by the Silver Ghost Association) 


Class 2. Phantoms | & I! 


Class 3 Twenty & 20/25 


Class 4 25/30, Phantom III, Wraith 


Class 5 Derby Bentley 


Class 6 Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV 
(Trophy presented by the New South Wales Branch) 


Class 7 Bentley Mk VI & R-type 
Class 8 Silver Cloud, Bentley S Series, Phantom V 


(The Silver Cloud Trophy) 


Class 9 Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series & derivatives 
(The Silver Shadow Trophy) 


Class 10 Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne & derivatives 
(The Silver Spirit Trophy) 


Lachlan Ely (Vic.) receiving the Company Trophy for 
the best restoration for 1927 Phantom | (22RF). 


I5CW making a triumphal entry to the Presentation Dinner, with owners David & Diana 


David & Diana Jones (Vic.), 1920 Silver Ghost 
Barker tourer, 15CW 


Lachlan & Kerry Ely (Vic.), 1927 Phantom | 
Lamb tourer, 22RF 


George & Fiona Forbes (Vic.), 1926 20 h.p. 
Roger Fry skiff, GOK74 


No entries 
Ed & Rena Barnum (N.S.W.), 1936 Bentley 4°/. Litre 
H.J. Mulliner saloon, B151GP 


No entries 


No entries 


Allan & Beverley Simpson (N.S.W.), 1960 Silver Cloud Il 
long wheelbase saloon with division, LCB56 


Fred & Wanda Haughtey (Qld.), 1980 Camargue, 
JRH50562 


Franklin Winkler (N.S.W.), 1995 Bentley Continental S, 
BBS52441 


the presentation of awards 
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Australian Coachwork Trophy 


for the best car with Australian-built coachwork 


Post-War coachbuilt Trophy 
for the best post-war coachbuilt car 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy 


for excellence following the ideals of Sir Henry Royce 


Frank Cove Trophy 


for the most significant contribution to the 


organisation of the Federal Rally 


Bentley Trophy 
for the best Bentley 


Best Pre-War Car 
(presented by R.A. McDermott & Co.) 


Best Post-War Car 
(York Motors Trophy) 


The Company Trophy 
for the best restoration of the year 


E.J. Vidler Shield 
for Age & Authenticity 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Trophy 
for the best car in the Masters Class 


Overall Winner 
of the Concours d’Elegance 


Fred presenting Allan Simpson (N.S.W) with the Silver 
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Special Awards 


Bob Roberts (N.S.W.), 1934 20/25 
Martin & King two-door saloon, GLB27 


Martin & Ann Glynn (Qld.), 1960 Bentley Continental S2 
H.J. Mulliner ‘Flying Spur saloon, BC14AR 


Lt Col Eric Barrass, OBE (U.K.) 


Judith Merlin, David Neely, Allan Simpson, John Hiscox, 
Alan & Lesley Smith 


Major Trophies 


Lex Lynch (Vic.), 1950 Bentley Mk VI, B111JN 
Ed & Rena Barnum (N.S.W.), 1936 Bentley 4'/s Litre 
H.J. Mulliner saloon, B151GP 


Tony & Frances Costa (Vic.), 1975 Corniche Convertible 
(DRH21007) 


Lachlan & Kerry Ely (Vic.), 1927 Phantom | 
Lamb tourer, 22RF 


David & Diana Jones (Vic.), 1920 Silver Ghost 
Barker tourer, 15CW 


Martin & Ann Glynn (Qid.), 1938 Phantom III 
H.J. Mulliner sedanca de ville, 3DL146 


David & Diana Jones (Vic.), 1920 Silver Ghost 
Barker tourer, 15CW 


Trophy Master John Elmes looks on as Rena Barnum (N.S.W) is presented with the Best Pre-War 
Car Trophy for her 1936 Bentley 4'/ Litre (BI51GP). Photographs this page by Lloyd Missen. 


KIT | 
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Last year's Federal Concours Overall Winner, and this year's Bentley Trophy winner, 1951 Bentley Mk VI (BI I TN) 
owned by Lex Lynch (Vic.). 


Rally Director (and New South Wales Branch President) Tony Ward with his 1949 Bentley Mk VI (B290EY) which he has owned for several decades and uses 
regularly. 


Bob Nicholson (U.SA.) is a regular at our Federal 
{952 Silver Dawn (SFC! 38) owned by Lloyd & Shirley Missen (N.S.W). Rallies, He is seen here sharing his vast experience 


ree ST IOAN ANS with the early post-war models technical seminar. 


Roy< 
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1951 Silver Wraith (WOF29) owned by Don & Deann O'Donoghue (Qld). These Park Ward saloons, design number 


Eric Hayman (Vic.). Victorians Bill & Jean Allsep and Patricia Hauser. 


1957 Silver Cloud | (SED511) owned by Chris & Narelle O'Rourke (A.C.T). These Silver Clouds present eye-catching styling to the ‘man in the street’ and are a 
lovely way to travel 


= a> : BS os 4 
144 were very comfortable and roomy, while 


The Bentley Continental ‘Flying Spur’ is one of the most superbly styled of all the post-war coachbuilt 
cars. They were built by H,. Mulliner & Co. on all three S Series Continental chassis, beginning in 1957. 
This car (above) is one of the earliest examples, on 1957 S! Continental chassis BC7Dj. it was 
delivered new in South Australia to Sir Tom Barr-Smith, and is owned now by Peter & foyce Cox (SA). 
Note the handsome curved fascia panel with deeply inset instruments was a characteristic feature of 


HJ. Mulliner Bentley Continentals. 


“a. 
a“ 


Post-War Coachbuilt Car trophy. 
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The other Tlying Spur’ at the Rally was this 
car (below), on 1960 S2 Continental 4 | 
chassis BC! 4AR, owned by Martin & Ann 

Glynn (Qld.). The two inset photographs 
draw attention to the exquisite sculpturing 
of coachbuilt cars like this, as well as the 
distinctive H,J. Mulliner door handles and 
the tight, even door gaps routinely 
achieved by the specialist coachbuilders 
during this period. Winner of the Best 
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Above: At the Formal Dinner at this Rally Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation Australia Chairman David Jones 
announced the donation of this now famous 1967 
Phantom V (SVF159) to the Foundation by owners 
John Matheson & Jeanne Eve (N.S.W). The car will 
go on display at The Archive in Melbourne. 


Right: 1962 Silver Cloud Il (SAE4 1 3) owned by Ray 
Zeffert (5.A.). 


Lower right’ !960 Silver Cloud Il long wheelbase 
saloon with division (LCB56), owned by Allan & 
Beverley Simpson (N.S.W), seen overlooking the 
Harbour entrance. The longer rear door and addi- 
tional rear quarter-light of these long wheelbase 
Silver Clouds are very evident here. Winner of Class 
8, the Silver Cloud Trophy. 


Below left’ | 964 Silver Cloud Il! (SGT91) owned by 
Alastair & Janet Angas (5.A.), 


Below right: One of the ‘Koren’ coupés in our Club 
(see article on these in our last issue): 1963 
Bentley Continental $3 (BC64XB) owned by Phil & 
Nada Dickinson (N.S.W). 


en ee 
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The HJ. Mulliner, Park Ward coachbuilt Bentley T Series is rather rare — significantly more so than its counterpart on the Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow ‘chassis’. This 
fine 1968 two-door saloon (CBH3173) is owned by Christopher & Janelle Hazlehurst (QId). 


Tan mN sae o era aa é ee ots eee Boe Se : 
One of the earliest Bentley T Series cars in our Club is this early-1966 David & Thea Comish (Vic.) are well known for their go-anywhere Bentley 
example (SBH! 187) owned by John & Sandra Filler (A.C.T). Aptly known as R-type. Wanting something more modem they by-passed S and went straight 
‘Dreadnought’, it is a go-anywhere, fear-nothing motor car. to T with this 1969 Bentley (SBH7!02) — but they still have the R-type. 


‘ Sik ae . cic aes : = 
ny - ae ES C0 e Sa Peace 2 RET He SS 
Like the Cornishes, our Federal Secretary Judith Merlin and husband Peter —_ John & Joy Burns (A.C.T) have owned their 1976 Silver Shadow (SRH23132) 
(N.S.\W) wanted something more modern and went from a trusty Silver Dawn for many years. Being long-time Silver Ghost owners as well, this car provides 
to this very roomy 1973 long wheelbase Silver Shadow (LRH! 6685). effortless motoring towards the modern end of the Rolls-Royce spectrum. 


Smooth, comfortable long-distance motoring is enjoyed by Bill & Jean Allsep (Vic) in their 1975 Silver Shadow (SRH22945), 
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Above: Tony & Frances Costa (Vic) keep their 1975 Corniche 
Convertible (DRH21007) in wonderful condition. It was awarded 
the Best Post-War Car Trophy. 


Right the 1980 Comiche Convertible (DRH50523) recently 
acquired by our Federal Treasurer Bryan Inder. These 50000-series 
coachbuilt cars, of which there are three on this page, were built at 
the end of the Silver Shadow |! period with mineral oil hydraulic 
systems and other features that became standard on the later 
Silver Spirit/Bentley Mulsanne range. 


Right flower. only {3 chassis numbers later, this 1980 Corniche 
Convertible (DRH50536) is owned by James & Susan Chung (S.A) 


Below and inset: ! 980 Camargue (JRH50562) owned by Federal President Fred & Wanda 
Haughtey. At the time of its introduction in 1975 the Camargue was the most expensive 
model in the Rolls-Royce & Bentley range — exceeding in price even the Phantom Vi. 
Winner of Class 9, the Silver Shadow Trophy. 


Nie W Wl | 
V/A Rose ) 
Hy a Pat’ 


Top and above: the Bentley Continental S is a rare vanant, 
with even higher power output, of the Continental R, which 
itself has far more than ‘adequate’ power! It is powered, of 
course, by a turbocharged version of the wonderful V-8 
engine first developed by Rolls-Royce Ltd at Crewe in the 
1950s and which still powers practically all of the cars 
coming out of Crewe today. This elegant 1995 Continental S 
(BBS52441) is owned by Franklin Winkler (N.S.W). It won 
the Class 10 Silver Spirit Trophy in the Concours. 
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1986 Bentley Mulsanne (BSG! 534!) owned by Ralph & Janette Thomas (S.A), This is, of course, 
the Bentley version of the Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit, which eventually gave rise to such exceptional 
motor cars as the Turbo R and Brooklands, Even the superb Continental R and Azure — still in 
current production — are essentially derivatives of this fine model. 


1993 Bentley Turbo R (BRP46286) owned by fohn Elmes (N.S.W). For 1996 Bentley Turbo R (BRT57253) brought along by Brian & Karin McMillan 


effortless long-distance motoring, what could be finer? 


(N.S.W). Brian is, of course, Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney dealer principal. 
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REGISTERS 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


Register Technical Day, July 27th 


The July 27th Silver Shadow Technical 
Day details are as follows: 


0930 Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney, 
Regatta Road complex, Five 
Dock/Canada Bay, Body & Coach- 
work Seminar — Brian McMillan. 

1300 Lunch to your own expense — 
suggestion is Sharks Leagues Club. 

1400 Cars assemble for photographs at 
Caltex Refinery, Kurnell. 

1430 Petrol Refinery tour. 

Lubricant Refinery tour. 
Product presentation. 

Fuel questions & answers. 
Lubricant questions & answers. 


Safety requirements for Refinery tours 
require all personnel must wear long 
sleeve shirts or blouses, long trousers or 
slacks, and comfortable walking shoes. 


NOT allowed: frocks, skirts, shorts, 
mobile telephones. 


Cost is $20 per person. 


Bookings are essential and can be made 

with John Begg (02-9580-1666) or Robyn 

Henderson (02-9542-8401) with pay- 
ment due before July 20th. 

John Begg, 

Registrar 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivatives 


A small number of people attended 
the SMART (Spirit, Mulsanne And 
Related Types) Register meeting on May 
3rd at the Federal Rally in Coffs Harbour. 
One of the main issues discussed was 
bringing the Register mailing list up to 
date to include all members of the 


R.R.O.C.A. who own cars eligible for this 
Register. 

Following the success of the 200] 
Register weekend in Echuca, the next 
SMART Register weekend will be at the 
New South Wales coastal town of 
Merimbula, approximately equidistant 


from Sydney and Melbourne, and even 
closer to the A.C.T.,, from August 23rd to 
25th, 2002. This will include two nights’ 
accommodation, all except 
Saturday lunch, visits to two historic 
homesteads, a ‘self-help’ technical session 
and Register meeting, at a very attractive 
package price. Detailed information and 
booking forms were given to most 
SMART members at Coffs Harbour, and 
will be sent to all members on the cur- 
rent SMART mailing list, which was orig- 
inally based on the listings in the current 
edition of Chassis Plate. 

All members of the R.R.O.C.A. own- 
ing Spirit, Mulsanne And Related Type 
cars, including Spirit-based Corniche and 
Camargue cars, are welcome to be in- 
cluded on the mailing list of this Register 
at no charge. If you are not on this mail- 
ing list (e.g. new member, newly acquired 
car) or are not sure, please send details 
and contact us on: 

‘Phone: 03-9872-3233 

FAX: 03-9872-6161 

Email: mail@rrocavictoria.org.au 


meals 


Robin Hickman, 
Registrar 


“SUNDOWNER OVERLANDER' 


to the 


2003 Federal Rally — ‘The Rally in the Valley’, York, W.A. 


Please contact Robyn Henderson (contact details below) to receive 


Please return your Expression of Intent form to 
Robyn no later than July 31st, 2002. 


Robyn Henderson 

40 Wentworth Street 

Dolans Bay N.S.W. 2229 

Telephone: 02-9542-8401 
| Email: brecon@bigpond.com 


The Sundowner Overlander will begin outside Sydney, 
probably from Narrandera, N.S.W., on the evening of 
Friday March 21st (or perhaps Thursday March 20th), 
arriving York on Thursday April 3rd, 2003 (or 
Wednesday April 2nd, 2003 if need dictates). 

It is our intention to have two-night stays in each of 
two locations — one before and one after the drive across 
the Nullarbor Plain. The two-day stop before the 
Nullarbor will probably be in Swan Hill and the one after 
the Nullarbor will probably be in Esperance. 

This Overlander is intended to be a fairly leisurely, 


your EXPRESSION OF INTENT form. 


laid-back trip but, of necessity, there will be a few days 
involving long drives of up to 500 km. These distances 


are, however, on relatively flat, straight, bitumen-sealed 


roads. 


be supplied. 


FAX: 02-9542-8402 


The BOOKING FORM will be sent in August and only 
to those who have returned EXPRESSION OF INTENT 
forms. It will contain itinerary, costs and accommodation 
details. Please return forms as soon as possible. 


This is an EXPRESSION OF INTENT rather than an 
expression of interest because we need to have accurate 
figures for booking motels on the Nullarbor Plain — it is 
not fair to ask small motels to hold all their rooms for us 
if we do not intend using them. Details of the route will 


Lloyd & Shirley Missen 
Committee Co-ordinators 
Telephone/FAX: 02-9958-283 | 
Email: lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 
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A supercharged Rolls-Royce — a postscript 


BY BARRIE GILLINGS (N.S.W.) 


Tom Clarke’s superbly researched 
three part article on the Amherst 
Villiers-supercharged Phantom 1, 
31HC, ended with an Endpiece. 
I would like to add a Postscript. 

The penultimate owner of 31HC, 
Dick Donnelley of Sydney, sold it to 
Peter Channing of Guernsey in early 
1998. Dick and his wife Joy pur- 
chased the car from Ted Ward at a 
Canberra, A.C.T. Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia Federal Rally in 
1980 and used it regularly for the next 
18 years. Dick restored the body in 
1982 and rebuilt the engine in 1994. 
He noted during the rebuild that the 
special camshaft, pistons and _ big- 
ends, redesigned to take the added 
loads from the supercharger, were still 
present, as were the pressure relief 
valves controlling the high oil pres- 
sure to the bearings and the low oil 
pressure to the valve gear and 
camshaft. So were the high and low oil 
pressure gauges. 

Picture 2 shows the passenger’s 
side of the engine in 1998. An air 
cleaner and intake pipe has been fit- 
ted where the supercharger blower 
used to be. A choke has been added 
here to help in starting. Picture 3 
shows the driver’s side of the engine 
and the complicated high and low 
pressure oil delivery system. The dis- 
tributor is behind the oil pipes and the 
generator is on the left. Picture 4 
shows a full view of the engine on the 
driver's side. The black, cylindrical 
object on the steering column is the oil 
filter, now not connected. Both the 
magneto and coil ignitions are used. 
The hydraulic lines for the power 
steering are at the side of the gener- 
ator. 

The lubrication system uses a dry 
sump, with a scavenger pump fitted to 
recycle the engine oil via a five gallon 
tank under the driver’s seat. This is a 
unique feature for a Rolls-Royce and 
led to the writing of this Postscript. 

The car, as can be seen in the pic- 
ture from Tom’s article, was, in its 
final form, large, long and very sporty 
looking. The Donnelleys had a pet 
name for her: ‘Sheila’. This is more 


Picture 1: 1925 Phantom | (3!HC) with its second (1932) body, a sedanca coupé by James Young. It was 
in this guise, and with the supercharging equipment removed, that it was owned by Dick Donnelley (N.S.W). 


than a girl’s name. The word has a 
long Australian history (from 1828) as 
an affectionate slang word used by 
men to describe a girlfriend or any 
young, attractive (bonzer-looking) 
woman. Joy said that 31HC was 
Dick’s other girlfriend, hence the name 
‘Sheila’. In the Donnelleys’ ownership, 
31HC won ‘Ladies’ Choice’ at R.R.O.C. 
Federal Rallies at least five times and 
was chosen by the public as ‘the most 
desirable car’ out of more than 600 on 
public display at the 1988 Bi- 
centennial Rally in Canberra. 

Its size, weight and general design 
made it quite a handful to drive and 
not very comfortable for long journeys. 
The two doors were very big, and of 
the ‘suicide’ pattern, that is, opening 
at the front. If they opened while the 
car was moving, disaster was sure to 
follow. The passenger’s door could de- 
molish pedestrians and the driver’s 
door could stop a small oncoming 
vehicle in its tracks. That is why, on 
entering the car, your first action, if 
you were wise, was to lock the doors 
in place with the industrial strength 
safety latches fitted to the floor. 

Dick installed power steering, 
which greatly improved driveability, 
but his wife Joy found that as the 
years passed, the ride and her back 
did not agree, so 31HC was offered for 
sale. The new owner, Peter Channing, 
owner of more than 100 very desirable 
cars, purchased ‘Sheila’ to drive in the 
1998 20-Ghost Club (Australian 
Chapter) Tour of Tasmania. Peter and 
his wife Anna are not very tall, and at 
Peter’s request, Dick added three 
inches (75 mm) to the clutch, brake 


urtesy of David Ghandi via Tom Clarke 


and accelerator pedals before deliver- 
ing the car. 

Peter and Anna completed the 
Tasmanian Tour successfully but 
Peter wanted to leave the car in 
Australia while he arranged for a 
restorer in the U.K. and investigated 
the possibility of buying the original 
625 c.c., 8,000 rpm supercharger 
engine and blower, now owned by 
Amherst Villiers’ daughter Janie. I had 
done some relief driving for Peter in 
the Third Wholly Ghost Tour to 
Outback Australia in 1996. We had 
become friends and Peter accepted my 
offer to garage 31HC and organise its 
subsequent shipping. 

So it was that some weeks later my 
wife Margaret drove vintage car auth- 
ority Max Derriman and me to 
Finemores Vehicle Transport at 
Greenacre, approximately 25 kilo- 
metres (15 miles) away from our 
home. After completing the delivery 
documentation, we checked petrol, oil 
water and tyres, started the car and 
headed for home in heavy traffic. We 
completed about 23 kilometres with- 
out incident, but when ascending a 
steep part of Mona Vale Road, a six 
lane highway near my home, I noticed 
that the oil pressure was falling. Both 
Max and I then felt a slight engine 
vibration, which became louder a 
minute or so later. It sounded to us 
like a loose big-end or possibly main 
bearing, so I moved to the kerbside 
lane and immediately parked the car, 
unavoidably, on a left-hand curve. 
Max and I completed the journey 
home with my wife, who was following 
us in our elderly Mercedes 280SE. 


Photo co 
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Upon reaching home I arranged for a 
recovery vehicle to collect ‘Sheila’ and 
transport her the fInal two kilometres 
to our home garage. I then returned 
to where IJ had left ‘Sheila’ to wait for 
the recovery vehicle, but she was 
nowhere to be seen. SHE HAD DIS- 
APPEARED! 

Moments like this happen in- 
frequently in most people's lives. In 
my case, my stomach seemed to drop 
to my ankles, my pulse rate doubled 
and my heart pounded. I reviewed the 
possibilities: 
¢ I had not applied the handbrake 
properly and ‘Sheila’ had rolled back 
down the hill. Most unlikely. Downhill 
was completely clear of smashed 
vehicles for as far as the eye could see. 
¢ A Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) 
or police vehicle had towed her away 
for obstructing traffic. Possible, but 
an expensive nuisance. 
¢ A spaceship had arrived and tele- 
ported her to planet Zog. Extremely 
unlikely, but in extremis, not a bad 
excuse. 
¢ Some deranged car thief driving a 
transporter thought ‘Sheila’ was aban- 
doned or ripe for the picking, winched 
her up and went on his way. Possible, 
indeed probable, and a real heart 
stopper. 

How would I explain any of the 
above to Peter? 

Deeply disturbed. I got back in the 
Mercedes and set off for home. I 
rounded the curve and had travelled 
about 250 metres up the hill when I 
saw ‘Sheila’ parked about 100 metres 
further on. I stopped and reviewed the 
situation. There was another car just 
in front of her, with someone in it. 
There could have been someone in 
‘Sheila’, but I couldn’t see inside. 
There was no one around to offer 
assistance. If I approached and they 
were naughty people, I had no weapon 
to defend myself. What to do? I got out 
of the Mercedes and strode confident- 
ly (that is how I hoped it looked) to- 
wards the two cars, intending to ask 
the occupants if they needed any 
assistance and to wing it from there. 

Within a few metres of 31HC I 
recognised the person in the driver’s 
seat. It was Dick Donnelley, her previ- 
ous owner. He had driven his friend 
Jim Parsons from Newport. miles 
away, to Epping, also miles away, to 
purchase some lawn bowls, and was 
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Picture 2: 3!HC engine, near-side, in 19 


98. An air cleaner and intake pipe have been fitted where the 


supercharger blower used to be. A choke has been added here to help in starting. 


returning along Mona Vale Road, 
when he ‘Sheila’. 
Because she was parked on a blind 
curve, and the traffic was building up, 
he thought it wise to move her onto a 
straight part of Mona Vale Road. He 
did this and was awaiting my arrival. 
He did not know why ‘Sheila’ was 
parked where she was, but did know 
that I had volunteered to provide 
garaging and would not totally aban- 
don his old girlfriend. 

Now Sydney has a population of 
some 3 million people and there are 
many thousands of kilometres of 
roads. Dick had never been on Mona 
Vale Road at that time (2 p.m.) ever 
before. This was, for him, a ‘once only’ 
occasion. ‘Sheila’ would have been on 
the curve for only about twenty min- 


came across 


utes before my hired transporter 
would have arrived to take her home. 
I could have stopped ‘Sheila’ anywhere 
along the 25 kilometre journey. The 
probablilty of Dick meeting ‘Sheila’ 
when he did is infinitesimal. But it 
happened. 

What did we do? I told Dick about 
the low oil pressure. ‘Sheila’ had 
showed oil pressure when he started 
her but this was because oil in the 
engine had drained to the sump by 
the time he arrived and had re- 
established oil pressure for his 300 
metre journey. He tested the oil tank 
with the dipstick and found it almost 
dry. But he knew that there was a five 
litre oil container in the boot because 
he had left it there for Peter Channing. 
We put all of this in the oil tank, start- 


Picture 3: 31HC engine, off-side, showing the complicated high- and low-pressure oil delivery system. The 


distributor is behind the oil pipes and the generator is on the left. 
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Picture 4; 3! HC engine, off-side. The black cylindrical object on the steering column is the oil filter, now not 
connected. Both magneto and coil ignitions are used. The hydraulic lines for the power steering are at the 


side of the generator. 


ed the engine and verified that there 
was oil pressure and no nasty noises 
or vibration. I then drove ‘Sheila’ home 
without incident and cancelled the 


transporter. 

Well, not quite without incident! 
When I drove into the garage, I noted 
a serious oil leak from the sump. I[ 


then followed a trail of oil on the gravel 
drive leading out onto the road. The 
trail continued, as I found out later, 
all the way back to where we added 
the oil. The trail was still visible two 
months later. 

Careful inspection of the sump re- 


vealed what had happened. 
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Finemores had loaded 31HC in 
Melbourne, transported her to Sydney 
and unloaded her. Somewhere along 
the line, Sheila had been moved over a 
hump or a bump on the road or the 
car trailer. The very lowest part of the 
car just happened to be the retaining 
nut holding the copper scavenging 
pipe which took oil from the output 
side of the sump pump to the driver’s 
seat holding tank. This nut had been 
damaged and displaced by some 
protruding object, had gradually 
loosened and then allowed the engine 
oil to leak away. 

After an hour’s work with a thread 
file, vice-grips, spanner and Teflon 
tape, I managed to re-establish a 
secure seal. Subsequent drives to 
keep things lubricated over the six 
months that ‘Sheila’ was our guest 
demonstrated that she had come to no 
harm, despite suffering the equiva- 
lent, in a human, of almost complete 
exsanguination. In other words, she 
almost bled to death. If Peter 
Channing reads this, it will be for the 
first time. I hope his heart can stand 
it. Sheila’s certainly did. wf 


Test rig bodies 


| was interested in the photograph and 
accompanying query on ‘test rig’ bodies, 
PRAECLARUM 2-02, page 3872. 

It is documented that Hooper built 
the test body for the Phantom V. Extracts 
from the Hooper body book, as featured 
in Lawrence Dalton’s book Rolls-Royce: 
the Elegance Continues, list body number 
10209 as the test body for the 
Phantom V. 

You have made PRAECLARUM a truly 
world-class publication. Please keep up 
the good work. 

Brian Mathews, 
Tasmania 


Editorial comment: it is important to make 
the distinction between bodies built on 
Experimental chassis and those used as test 
rig bodies, which were temporary bodies for 
the road-testing of production chassis prior 
to dispatch to their coachbuilders. Hooper's 
body number 10209, | believe, must fall into 
the former category and is unlikely to be the 
Phantom V test rig body seen above, which 
could have been an adaptation of the same 


A production Phantom V chassis with test-rig body ready for road-testing. Note the close similarity to 
Phantom Ill test rig seen in P2-02, page 3872. Could pre-war test rig bodies have been still in use in the 
1960s? Note the Bentley radiator shell temporarily fitted for road-test purposes. 


test rig that was used to road-test Silver 
Wraith chassis (see page 24 of my book 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the Crewe 
Years), and may even have been the same 
one that was used pre-war. It therefore can- 
not yet be ruled out that it might even be the 
one seen in our PRAECLARUM 2-02 picture 
as all three bodies abpear to be practically 
identical, though further research on the sub- 


ject is obviously called for. Brian Mathews is 
the owner of WFC90, the Silver Wraith seen 
on page 3900 of this issue, — MLLB. 


The future — a Derby view 
We agree wholeheartedly with 
Andrew Wood’s letter (PRAECLARUM 
2-02, p.3891) and we feel that our com- 
ments may be helpful for other enthus- 


2-02 


iasts to perhaps understand the feelings 
of many people in the East Midlands of 
England where our cars were made for 
many years. 

We live less than 10 miles from 
Nightingale Road, Derby, and have lived 
in the area for most of our lives. We have 
employees and ex-employees of the 
Company on each side of our family as 
have most of our local friends and associ- 
ates. Our personal involvement with the 
marque is that we own or have owned a 
number of cars manufactured at 
Manchester, Derby, Springfield and 
Crewe. 

When it was announced that BMW 
were going to take over manufacture of a 
new Rolls-Royce there was much local 
speculation that the new production facil- 
ity would be on a green-field site close to 
the Works which was formally opened 
for car production in 1908 and produced 
some of the world’s finest motor cars 
until 1939. There is a tremendous pride 
in all Rolls-Royce activities locally and all 
new developments are greeted with 
enthusiasm. 

Our local pride was somewhat dented 
by the 
Goodwood was to be the preferred site 
but the enthusiasm for the new model 
remained. Locally we think that pride in 
the name is more important than who 
makes the car or where it is made as long 
as we are satisfied that the pursuit of 


later announcement that 


excellence is followed. 

Our rather loose involvement com- 
menced in January 1998, prior to the dis- 
posal by Vickers, when during a meeting 
with senior Rolls-Royce Plc personnel we 
suggested that perhaps the two parts of 
the Company (Rolls-Royce Plc and Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd) could be com- 
bined once more and a new model 
manufactured in a new plant close to 
Nightingale Road. It was explained to us 
that the development of a new model 
would cost in the order of £2 billion. 
Rolls-Royce Plc had sales of £5 billion and 
the estimated motor car sales would not 
be much more than £300 million. The 
development costs of a new model 
would not be acceptable to the share- 
holders of Rolls-Royce Plc. 

Later in the year, after the agreement 
that BMW were to commence manufac- 
turing the 
approached by Rolls-Royce Plc with a 
view to entertaining Karl-Heinz Kalbfell, 
then BMW Rolls-Royce project leader, 
and demonstrating to him a number of 


new model, we were 
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our cars in the company of Mike Evans, 
Chairman of the Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust. The objective of the meeting was 
to introduce more of the meaning of the 
Rolls-Royce heritage to Karl-Heinz. After 
months of trying to arrange a mutually 
convenient date our meeting with Karl- 
Heinz finally took place during the 
summer of 1999. 

We drove a number of our pre-war 
Rolls-Royces on our local roads and 
around the pre-war test route where all 
chassis were tested prior to delivery to 
the coachbuilder. We demonstrated the 
amazing torque of the early engines at 
low speed and the other refinements that 
made a Rolls-Royce ‘The Best Car in the 
World’. During the day Karl-Heinz told us 
of the efforts he and his project team had 
gone to in order to understand what 
makes a Rolls-Royce owner an Enthus- 
iast. He told us of visits to the Henley 
Regatta and Wimbledon and how they 
were beginning to appreciate the heritage 
aspects of the marque. He also told us 
something of the engine design, produc- 
tion numbers and other information that 
was clearly of a highly confidential nature. 

A defining moment came when Karl- 
Heinz sat behind the wheel of our 
Phantom I! Continental sports saloon. 
We had told him of its design concept of 
high speed continental touring and some 
of the car’s history. He examined the in- 
struments and controls and said that he 
now understood more of what the 
enthusiasm was all about and that he had 
to get the feelings that he experienced in 
the Phantom into the design of the new 
model. On hearing this we told him that 
we really believed that he would achieve 
his aim and furthermore we were so con- 
fident that we would like the first car that 
BMW produced. 

To our surprise he shook our hands 
there and then and the deal was struck. A 
week later he confirmed this in writing. 
This was further confirmed in a feature in 
the Daily Mail on April 4th, 2001 where 
Karl-Heinz told the reporter: “On a hand- 
shake, we promised the first car to one of 
our established customers. He has a large 
collection, including a Silver Ghost. I’ve 
promised delivery on January |, 2003. It is 
not only in my hands, but that is my target”. 

Karl-Heinz has invited to Munich in 
July where we hope to discuss colours, 
trim, etc. and we are now beginning to 
get quite excited at the prospect of see- 
ing the first truly new Rolls-Royce in 40 
years. 


We hope that this account of our very 
limited involvement with the new model 
will convey our total confidence in 
BMW’s ability to produce what we be- 
lieve will be a car that will carry on the 
proud tradition of the name. We would 
ask all those who have misgivings to wait 
until January Ist, 2003 when they will be 
able to make an objective appraisal of the 
new model. They should also bear in 
mind that Rolls-Royce history and her- 
itage did not begin or end with Crewe. 
The Crewe years were just part of a 
story that we believe has a long, long way 
to run. 

Graham & Barbara Mead, 
Derbyshire, U.K. 


Editonal comment: it is encouraging to see 
the other side of this debate at last asserting 
itself in PRAECLARUM. However, no apprais- 
al of the “new model” will address the issues 
which concern the side of the debate to 
which | subscribe. That is, was it really neces- 
sary to take the Rolls-Royce marque away 
from the Company that built all of the great 
Rolls-Royce models, in favour of BMW? And 
what will connect the future BMW-designed 
and -built car to those past models? | fully 
agree that “Rolls-Royce history and heritage 
did not begin or end with Crewe”. They didn't 
begin there, obviously, but they did begin with 
the same Company. The history and heritage 
certainly remain with the same Company, at 
Crewe, and nobody has yet explained how 
they can pass to another maker who did not 
buy the Company. Indeed, as our Federal 
President pointed out in the last issue, BMW 
itself apparently acknowledges that BMW's 
‘Project RR’ is a new start for the marque. 
The old car Company will continue at Crewe 
even after the Rolls-Royce marque is with- 
drawn from it at the end of this year and 
passed to BMW. The unique Rolls-Royce car 
engineering that has developed seamlessly 
from the days of Frederick Henry Royce, right 
through the Derby and Crewe eras, will not 
suddenly come to an end on December 31st 
— it will continue at Crewe. Indeed, most of 
the Bentley models that will continue in prod- 
uction at Crewe are direct derivatives of the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit and are powered by 
the V-8 engine designed by Rolls-Royce Ltd at 
Crewe. It is worth pointing out that in 1998 
the Company already had a completely new 
model, so had the name not been separated 
from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd and sold to 
BMW the development costs of the next 
new model could have been spread over 
many more years. And the cost of a new 
factory would have been avoided. — MIB. 


3932 


PRAECLARVM 


Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1913 Silver Ghost (2412) Peels of Brisbane 
London-Edinburgh 2-seat Victoria phaeton (1913 
body). Possibly the only original, complete low- 
radiator L-E chassis left in Australia. In very fine un- 
restored condition. This model is the most famous 
of all, sought after because of extreme rarity but 
eminently useable at great speed on long distance 
rallies, $485,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


|922 Springfield Silver Ghost (1548G) Rolls-Royce 
Custom Coach Works ‘Pall Mall’ tourer. Superb, 
often stated to be the most original Silver Ghost in 
Australia. 102,000 miles, four owners, four times 
winner of the EJ. Vidler Shield for Age & 
Authenticity, one Overall Federal Concours win 
and many Class awards. Original handbook, tools, 
keys, etc. Superior handling and light steering. 
Consider Small Horsepower model as part 
payment. $325,000. David Heuzenroeder 
08-8563-0143 


~_ 
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1922 Silver Ghost (4PG) open-drive limousine, 
affectionately known as ‘Gertie the Ghost’. 
Aubergine with black wings, black Connolly hide to 
front compartment, grey West of England cloth to 
rear. About 10,000 miles since complete restor- 
ation. A superbly comfortable rally and touring, 
multi-award winning motor car in pristine order. 
$280,000. Bill Hall 02-9498-6854 


4 | 
1923 Twenty (59S7) Barker tourer. A super, orig- 
inal ‘barrel-sided’ tourer, regarded as the most de- 
sirable of bodies for the light, early 20 h.p. chassis. 
Every detail correct including rear Auster screen, 
fine instruments, 6-wheel equipment, luggage rack 
and Barker patent headlamp dipping system. 
Possibly the most desirable unrestored Twenty in 
the country. Astute buyers recognise the interest 
and value of original coachwork over replica bod- 
ies. $72,500. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 (w) 


Cars For Sale 
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1927 Phantom | (27RF) Martin & King limousine, 
Fully restored. Previous owner European royalty. 
$115,000. David Vann 07-3263-8572 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B149DZ) original black with 
beige interior. Melbourne delivery to D. Speed, 
Toorak. Restoration nearly completed. Running 
chassis, engine overhauled, body repairs com- 
pleted, requiring only paint and upholstery to 
finish. Tools, handbook, record of restoration 
work. $17,500 o.n.0. Gilbert Ralph 03-9807-450| 
or 041 8-54-8282 


1956 Bentley SI (B189CM) cream paintwork 
good, leather interior aged but serviceable. 
Woodwork very good. Lambswool rugs. Air con- 
ditioning, radio/cassette player. Excellent. tyres. 
Brakes master cylinders sleeved in stainless steel, 
servo reconditioned. New battery. Fuel pumps re- 
conditioned. Lovely, reliable car, with present 
owner 14 years. $29,500 o.n.0. Richard Flashman 
08-8381-1751 or  0408-83-1607. = Email: 
flashman@senet.com.au 


1960 Silver Cloud II (SW/C26) black over maroon 
with pin-stripe at the break (not the conventional 
two-tone). Red leather and carpets. Mechanically 
all Al. Very sleek-looking car in concours condi- 
tion. Call owner for photographs. $48,000 o.n.0. 
Henry Overmars 08-9490-37 10 


1969 Silver Shadow (CRX3402) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward drophead coupé. Excellent mechanically. 
Asking $67,000 o.n.o. Renae Cooke 07-5591-9 1 11. 
Email: info@awbau.net 


Cars For Sale 


1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) Cardinal Red 
with black hide. Delivered new to HRH Princess 
Margaret. Immaculate condition. 55,000 miles. A 
superd proper motor car. $49,000 negotiable. 
Boyd Rasmussen 07-415 !-4067 


1981 Silver Spirtt (ASBO3248) Silver Sand with 
cream interior. All books including original warran- 
ty. Full tool kit, English overlays front and rear, CD 
player, touring kit, badge bar. 163,000 km. Original 
condition, not reconditioned. $75,000. Ray Roche 
02-4353-| 908 


1982 Bentley Mulsanne Turbo (BSD06977) 
Cotswold Beige with beige interior. Well known 
Club car used only for special events. Mileage 
50,000 (only 2,500 per year). Many concours 
awards including the Federal perpetual Silver Spirit 
Trophy three times. In virtually as new condition, 
easily the best early Bentley Turbo in Australia. 
$85,000. Bill Rorrison 02-6922-6762 


1996 Bentley Turbo R (BRV59094) long wheel- 
base saloon. Midnight Blue metallic with magnolia 
hides piped blue and blue top-roil. Picnic tables 
and rear seat silver/crystal decanters and glasses, 
Exquisite in every respect. 45,000 km. Australian 
compliance. Located at P & A. Wood, U.K., where 
it has been serviced and stored since new, 
$160,000. Dick Erskine = 08-9336-2819. 
Email: hilarye@start.com.au 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K.) +44-1248-600994 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Wanted to buy: Silver Cloud | or Bentley SI, or any 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley before 1959 in any condi- 
tion whatsoever. Allen Curtis 0409-346-534 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIE 


D ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


Two Silver Cloud Ill/S3 park/indicator lights, 
brand new. $265 each. Stephen Schneider 
02-4276-1798 (h) 


Front bumper for Silver Dawn or export Mk VI/R- 
type, brand new in original packaging, less over- 
riders. Pair R.100 headlamps complete with Silver 
Wraith type mounting brackets, excellent cond- 
ition, Pair 100 headlamps, excellent order. French 
|2-volt horn originally fitted to Barker-bodied 
Phantom I! Terry Bruce 03-9886-0574 or 
03-9772-2973 


New radiator caps for Silver Cloud | & SI, Silver 
Wraith, Silver Dawn & Mk VI/R-type. Made of alloy, 
with seal, $95.00 plus postage. Allen Curtis 
0409-34-6534 


Silver Shadow parts: rear brake disc (new), $200; 
Series | pitman arm, heavy construction, offers; 
Lucas starter motor armature, boxed, $300; front 
indicator chrome surround, genuine $150, non- 
genuine $100; set of accumulator return hoses for 
RR363, $40; set of engine timing gears, $60; road 
wheel rim, $40. Alan White 0403-06-| 238. Email: 
valan@bigpond.com.au 


Brand new boxed set of 4 Lmarr wheel discs with 
fittings for 18” road wheels as fitted to R-R 20/25 
and Derby Bentley. New price $US2,505, about 
$A5,341 including air freight and GST. Make me a 
reasonable offer and they are yours. Pau! Samuels 
02-4862-2048 or FAX 02-4862-2049. Email: 
paulracing@bigpond.com 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking pnce. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for Bentley 3'/2 Litre: discarded front 
brake drum (ring only) for use as a pattern 
for new castings. John Floyd 03-9509-9746 or 
FAX 03-9509-1029 Email: timely@vegas.com.au 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce tools: spanner for shock 
absorber F7836, and the following box spanners: 
F9808, F9811, F9812, F9813, F9814, F9840, 
F73716. Also, rear trunk to suit Phantom |, fitted or 
unfitted. Paul Hesse 02-9545-4694 or FAX 02- 
9542-1305 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce Bulletin July 1952 (Company 
publication, not RRE.C). Good condition 
essential. Roger Thiedeman 03-9798-2154 or FAX 
03-9798-6903. Email: rtman@optushome.com.au 


Wanted: any sales literature or other publicity 
material relating to post-war James Young coach- 
work. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone/fax) 
or 0409-98-6328 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the fines of the car are suitable. 
*Front-on' shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 

John Handley Restorations 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4159-9143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Comiche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Corniche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. Pleiades 
Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) PO. Box 40, 
Gayndah, Qld. 4625. ‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Authorised Dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. Three Year Factory 
Warranty on all fitted by 
Authorised Dealer. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 


02-9744-51 1} or FAX 02-9744-55 17 


post-war cars 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RR.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


1957 
1965 
1973 
1974 
1974 
1979 
1987 
1994 
1997 


Other cars available. Please telephone 03 9533 8883 any time. 


Bentley Continental Park Ward coupé (BC91AF) 
Bentley S3 (B344HN) 

Rolls-Royce Corniche Convertible (DRH13353) 
Rolls-Royce Corniche Convertible (DRH17677) 
Bentley T Series (SBH19676) 

Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith II (LRH37384) 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit (ASH21409) 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur III (ANR54193) 

Bentley Continental R (BBV53354) 


David Ekberg Pty Ltd 


Sand over Sable 
Dawn Blue 
Seychelles Blue 
Cardinal Red 
Smoke Green 
Silver Chalice 
Cobalt Blue 
Racing Green 
Ocean Mica 


$118,888 
$73,888 
$118,888 
$53,888 
$23,888 
$55,888 
$58,888 
$158,888 
$333,888 


LMCT 9000 
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Display Advertising 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealed! 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Benfley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


* Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Beniley cars available. 

* UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Daliy. 

° Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 
Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7 140 


NRMA 


g 
E COLY OU ¢ VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 


VEHICLE INSURANCE 


y When it comes to Insurance, 


we’ll take as much care of 
*Fuelstar Fuel Catalyst your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 


... as you do! 


Run on UNLEADED PETROL 
Fuel saving guaranteed minimum 7% to 10% 


More Power - Better Performance e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 


¢ Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 
Parts, Repairs Essential & Preventative 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Pty Ltd Coverage Throughout Australia 


Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 [ NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 


398 George Street Sydney 2000 
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The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/s Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/, Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 

Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 

Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, Federal 
Rally 2001 

Best Derby Bentley and Best Pre-War Car, Federal Rally 2002 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 
Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Vintage fHotor Garage Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 
and 


BODY WORKS 


Visit our website 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. vintagemotorgarage.com 
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ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr Custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 
Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car __ Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 
with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
e PICs the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 
¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism , 
* comes with everything needed for installation. LMARR DISK LT D. 
Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P 0 Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -0910 USA 
Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: Imarr@ attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


Federal Council Meeting 


Coffs Harbour, May 3rd, 2002 
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From left to right: Tony Ward (N.S.W,), Robin Hickman (Vic.), Bryan Inder (Federal Treasurer), Eric Henderson (Vic), Matt Smith (WA.), Chns Gillings (Webmaster), 
Martin Bennett (A.C.T,), Fred Haughtey (Federal President), Ray Zeffert (S.A.), Mick Rust (WA.), James Chung (S.A.), David Sheppard (Qld.), Judith Merlin (Federal 
Secretary), Russell Leitch (Qld.), John Hiscox (N.S.W,). Absent from the photograph: Alastair Kinloch (A.C.T.). Photograph taken on the evening of the Federal Dinner 
by Lloyd Missen (N.S.W), 


MeMillan 
ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


“Next to invention is the power of interpreting invention; 


next to beauty the power of appreciating beauty” 
; Margaret Fuller 


We at Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney are proud to be associated with cars of such inventiveness and beauty. As sole N.S.W. 
and A.C.T. distributor, we are able to offer a range of new and pre-owned cars to suit the most dscerning purchaser. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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